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| know that | speak for all of my colleagues on the Society of Experimental Biology and
Medicine (SEBM) Council and the Experr’mentm‘ Biology and Medicine (EBM) journal editorial
board in saying We share in your sadness on hearing of the passing of our friend and EBM
Asian Editor Huan-Yao Lei. The first time | met Huan-Yao was when | came 10 NCKU for the
opening of the SEBM/EBM office at your Medical school in January 2008. Knowing that this
was my first trip to Taiwan, Huan-Yao made sure that | was greeted upon my arrival in Taipei
by his graduate students: Tina and Sherry who took me on 2 tour of the city. This was
followed by 2 prief stay in Kaohsiung to attend the wedding reception of one of my former
Ph.D. students. Then Huan-Yao picked me up himself and brought me to Tainan where aftera
brief tour we had a marvelous dinner together. | tell you about my first encounter with Huan-
Yao because it exemplifies what | learned about him as a friend over the next four years. We
all know that Huan-Yao was a brilliant researcher and scholar but far more importantly he
was a kind, thoughtful, caring human being who showed me that kindness during our first
encounter and every encounter that followed. Huan-Yao was a true gentleman for whom |
will always hold fond memories. | already miss him.
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In Memory of Dr. Lei

Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development
Shousun Chen Szu {4 4.

It has been almost a year since Huan-Yao informed me about his illness. | kept on hoping

that a miracle would happen; especially he had been such a good fighter.

Huan-Yao and Dr. Huang Kun-Yen (& i @ <+ ) had been the main reason for my visits to
NCKU during the past 15 years, including my last visit in November. My association with
Huan-Yao and Dr. Huang started in 1996 during my frequent travel to Vietnam for our
typhoid vaccine clinical trials. They’ve welcome me with open arms and we started to
exchange knowledge of infectious diseases; Huan-Yao, from the pathogenesis point of view,
I, from preventive. Our approaches are complementary to each other. During lunch, Dr.
Huang would join us and we discussed humanity, creativity, and education. These
discussions, later on joined by Dr. Tang Ming-Jer (iF 447 #c#¢) and my husband Szu
Hwaling (#7## % $2), a center named Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship (= £
® ) was formed. To exchange for more information in science, Huan-Yao was also
invited to visit and give a lecture at NIH. Huan-Yao and Dr. Huang’s genuine interests in
science, teaching and their friendships, amiable smiles, all constitute as the major

ingredients to our friendships.

Being a NCKU alumnus, the association with Medical school added another means for me
to contribute to our alma mater. While reminiscent the productive moments we spent
together, it is regretful that just when the dengue vaccine project started to take off,
Huan-Yao did not get to see the results. But the legacy he left behind will stay and continue

to have impact on the project.
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To Huan-Yao
Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine Yu-Chung Yang (#% § <)

Huan-Yao and | got our PhD in the Department of Microbiology/Immunology at
Northwestern University. | was two years ahead of him. In the late 1970s, there were
not too many Chinese students at NW so along with couple other students from Taiwan and
Hong Kong (totally seven of us--including two spouses), we soon found our lives
intertwined with one another’s. Because we all lived in the same apartment building and
we were all poor students, a Friday pizza dinner was such a treat for us! Every weekend,
we would march down at least ten blocks (this was particularly challenging in winter time)
like seven dwarfs to get our groceries. To reward our “hardship”, we would play a game
or two of Mahjong afterwards and Huan-Yao was always winning! But, you can still find
him in the lab working away the following day! Because he was the youngest amongst us,
we always teased him. He normally would just smile but at times he would raise his voice
(from his usual scale of 2 to scale 4) and defend himself. He was just such a nice guy!
Huan-Yao returned to Taiwan right after his PhD and started his career at National
Cheng-Kung University, initially as a lecturer. | had the pleasure of visiting him years
later when he became “rich and famous”—at the time, he was the Chairman of
Microbiology/Immunology at NCKU. He proudly gave me a tour of the department and the
newly finished animal facility. | can truly say that Huan-Yao established his career all on
his own without any big name pedigrees from abroad. He should be very proud of himself!
| also stayed at his house during my visit and met his lovely wife. | was so happy to see
him happy and successful in both his professional and personal life!

| heard about Huan-Yao’s illness earlier this year and immediately emailed him. He
replied and we chatted a bit about NW. I still cannot believe that would be the last time.
Huan-Yao, although we have not been in touch as much as | would have liked, | treasure
our times together as peers and friends. | am forever grateful for your friendship during

my difficult times at Northwestern. May you rest in peace!
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Condolence letters...

Huan-Yao was an
inspimtiona( [eader and

will be fondfy

’reme’mﬁereci

From Robert Anderson,
Dalhousie University

1t's painful to fiear this news
from you.

I always remember Pr Let
and Pr Liu were the two
first tatwanese Professors
who came and helped us at
the Children's Hospital No-
1!

please send to Ais family my
deepest sympathy.

Best regards,

Ppr Nguyen trong LAN
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7 am so sorry Lo hear this
news. I have asked Prof. Su
about Prof. Lei last Friday.
Prof. Lei i albways my great
teacher and best friend.
please refer my empathy
and best wishes to his family.

Best Regards,

Nguyen T hanh Hung

4l is a very kRind and
fumble person and much
respected as @ scientist. I
hope his initiative to put
UM-NCKU together tn
research will prosper an
result in long [asting fruitful
collaboration.

My ﬁear}fe& condolences to
his family and friends too-

From Sazaly Abu Bakar,
University of Malaya



Lei was much esteemed in the scientific
fich he lived nd was generally recognized

15 one whose acts and deeds were worthy of emulation. His
(ife was the epitome of courage, vision, and deep faith—an
example he set will long continue t0 influence and inspure us:

His dedication, magnificent and high g significant to the
community over years will be remem ered by everyone

forever.

May his soul rest in everlasting peace and may the Almighty
ant solace and consolation to Ais dearly peloved wife an

Lhe members of A1s grief-stricken family.

From Oscar Guey-Chuen Perng.
tm

ory University

Surpassing fis academic achievements i rmmunology and
Infectious Diseases, late Prof. Huan-Yyao [ei was a man o
integrity and an advocate of fairness amg?’ustice. During my
reyure serving as Dearn hetween 2001 and 2007 fie fully
assisted me as Associate Dean for Research, and was
regarded as poth a guidepost for morality and a beacon of
hope for the future in OUr College of Medicine. His passing
was a huge loss to OUT medical school and the University as
well. Indgec{ we have just lost @ giant- a yenerable an

unforgettaﬁ(e «cholar. My heart is with you, praying for late
Prof. Let, #fuei-mei (Mrs. Led) and the family.

rom Rui-Zhen Song,
Former Dean of Medical College, NCKU
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I Am A Thousand Wind

Do not stand at my grave and weep;
[ am not there. I do not sleep.

[ am a thousand winds that blow.
[ am the diamond glints on snow.
[ am the sunlight on ripened grain.
[ am the gentle autumn rain.

When you awaken in the morning's hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight.
[ am the soft stars that shine at night.

Do not stand at my grave and cry;
[ am not there. I did not die.
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