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There are many things in our life that will make us realize that we are limited, but none will force us to face this reality more bluntly than death. Death is the surest part of life. Even during weddings, the happiest occasions in our lives, wedding, death will be mentioned in the vows – “Till death do us part.” Death humbles us. 

I thank God for giving me the privilege to witness how Victor faced this ultimate reality. When I saw him, he had already been told by the doctor about his medical condition. What could I say to him? 

The passage we read came to me; I shared it with Victor and Jennifer that night when I visited him. 

Joh 11:21  Martha said, "Master, if you'd been here, my brother wouldn't have died. 22  Even now, I know that whatever you ask God he will give you." 

Joh 11:23  Jesus said, "Your brother will be raised up." 

24  Martha replied, "I know that he will be raised up in the resurrection at the end of time." 

Joh 11:25  "You don't have to wait for the End. I am, right now, Resurrection and Life. The one who believes in me, even though he or she dies, will live. 26  And everyone who lives believing in me does not ultimately die at all. Do you believe this?" 

How could Jesus say this? Jesus could say this because life is in him and he knows that physical death is never the end of life. This is why he could tell one of the robbers who hung next to him: Luk 23:43  Jesus said to him, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 

That night, I told Victor that the only thing death could do to him was to reunite him with his Lord Jesus Christ. 

Human beings are made for eternity; the original creation story tells us that we are spiritual beings. Gen 2:7  GOD formed Man out of dirt from the ground and blew into his nostrils the breath of life. The Man came alive--a living soul! 

But death came to us as the result of sin, as God had warned before the Fall. 

Gen 2:17 …  You must not eat the fruit of that tree; if you do, you will die the same day." 

Adam and Eve ate it but they didn’t die physically that day – that came later – but they died spiritually, as they had to hide from God’s presence and were separated from their Maker from then on. Real death is never just physical, but spiritual. 

Thank God that he didn’t abandon us. The first words from God after man sinned were: “Where are you?” From the moment man sinned, he came to seek us. 

How can we be reunited with this loving God? Most people believe this is possible by good works. 

From Victor’s friends’ and colleagues’ testimonies we know he has done a lot of good works. He has set a good example for all of us to follow. But he has done something a lot more important. 

Once, after witnessing Jesus can feed 5000 with 5 small barley loaves and two small fish, Jews wanted to make Jesus king. Jesus knew they only wanted the temporary benefits. He told them: 

Joh 6:27  Do not work for the food that perishes but for the food that lasts for eternal life, … 

Jesus wanted them to focus on things that could last into eternity and not just focus on temporary things like food. But how did they respond?  

Joh 6:28  Then they said to him, "What must we do to perform the works of God?" 

Their question is based on human strength. “What must we do …” The world is teaching us, and we have developed the mentality that we can do anything. Even salvation becomes something that we think we can achieve through our own works. 
To their question, Jesus gave a surprised answer.
Joh 6:29  Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God: to believe in the one whom he has sent." 

Their question is based on human strength but Jesus told them the “work” that is required from them is to believe in him. How can he count on believing in him as work? How hard can it be?

Why do we struggle before we believe, or continue to struggle even after we believe? It is because we need to give up the most difficult thing to give up – pride. We need to confess that we are weak, we can’t save ourselves, and we need to accept what Jesus has done for us on the cross. In another word, we need to humble ourselves – and we all know well how hard this can be. 

Victor has done the most important work – he humbled himself before the Lord to accept Jesus as his Lord and Savior. 

Because of this decision I can have the special privilege to witness God’s peace in him and Jennifer that is beyond human understanding. 
A few days before Victor’s departure, in one conversation with Jennifer, she told me that it was so strange that they could sit there and shed tears, but at the same time, experience so much peace in their hearts. What they experienced was what the Bible says, 

Phi 4:7  Then, because you belong to Christ Jesus, God will bless you with peace that no one can completely understand. And this peace will control the way you think and feel.
When it came to make the decision whether or not to go for chemotherapy, Victor demonstrated his faith again by deciding not to go because he was ready to meet his Maker. There was no fear, no desperation, but peace beyond human understanding. 

I saw him the day before his departure, and even though he was weak, he smiled at me, raised his arm, and patted my shoulder. I left a blessed man because he had once again shown me the peace that only a child of God could have. 

I prayed with him and assured him with God’s word that Jesus would be with him every step of the way until he reached the place that Jesus has prepared for him. The night before Jesus’ own death, he told his confused and worried disciples, 

Joh 14:1  "Do not be worried and upset," Jesus told them. "Believe in God and believe also in me. 

Joh 14:2  There are many rooms in my Father's house, and I am going to prepare a place for you. I would not tell you this if it were not so. 

Joh 14:3  And after I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to myself, so that you will be where I am. 

Victor is with his creator now in that special place which Jesus has prepared for him. 

He is in a place where the Bible tells us:

Rev 21:4  He will wipe all tears from their eyes, and there will be no more death, suffering, crying, or pain. These things of the past are gone forever. 

No wonder the apostle Paul could say,

1Co 15:55  Who got the last word, oh, Death? Oh, Death, who's afraid of you now?
I like to end today’s message with this reminder. After this memorial service, we will all go home. Some of us have lived in that place for a long time; some, not so long. But regardless of how long we have been living there, the reality is that the place we call home is not and will never be our permanent home. It is just a temporary place for us to use while we journey through this earthly life. Today, Victor is truly home, in that permanent home. If we ever want to be in that home, we must do what Victor has done while we still have the opportunity, which is to accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Then, today you would not be here to say goodbye to Victor, but to simply tell him – see you later. 

May God bless all of you to make the right decision like our brother Victor Chen. 

